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"It is such that God clarifies to you God's signs that you may reason."   

- The Holy Quran, 2:242 

 

Recommended Guidelines  
for Khateebs 

(Created by MPV Canada 2013) 

 
Language: 
 
1. The Khateeb shall give the khutbah (sermon) in the dominant language of the congregation. 
 
2. The Khateeb shall make an effort to ensure that the message of the khutbah is communicated 
clearly to the congregation. (Examples: If the majority of the congregation understand English, 
the khutbah shall be given in English. If the majority of the congregation understand French, it 
shall be given in French and an English translation shall be provided. If the majority of the 
congregation understand Arabic, it shall be given in Arabic and an English translation shall be 
provided. If the majority of the congregation understand Somali, it shall be given in Somali and 
an English translation shall be provided.) 
 
3. If the Khateeb is not able to communicate in the dominant language of the congregation, the 
Khateeb shall defer the Khutbah to someone who can, with full acknowledgement to be given to 
the original Khateeb for writing the original Khutbah. 
 
 Islam: 
 
4. The Khateeb shall take into account the Mercy, Compassion, Justice and Love of Allah 
subhana wa ta’ala (swt) as inclusive of humanity and creation. 
 
5. The Khateeb shall seek to strike a balance between reminding people of the importance of 
cultivating love, compassion and empathy towards all human beings and offer reminders of the 
consequences of harmful actions.  
 
6. The Khateeb shall encourage all to stress the importance Islam places on self-correction and 
personal reflection in our daily lives, knowing that Allah swt hears and sees all things and is 
Most Merciful and Compassionate to all and to remind people to never give into despair. (As per 
the Holy Quran: "O my Servants who have transgressed against their souls! Despair not of the 
Mercy of Allah. for Allah forgives all sins: for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.") 



 

2 
 

 
 
Sectarian Harmony: 
 
7. The Khateeb shall address the Muslims of other sects and/or schools of thoughts, in a 
respectful manner, to promote harmony and peace. 
 
Other Faiths: 
 
8. The Khateeb shall address the People of the Book and other faiths, as a whole, in a respectful 
manner to promote harmony and peace. 
 
9. Any disagreement with the practices and/or actions of other faiths shall be addressed in a 
manner that promotes justice, mercy, peace, equity and truth and shall not incite hatred, 
intolerance, oppression, division and violence. 
 
The Rule of Law: 
 
10. Practices in Muslim majority countries that are illegal in Canada must never be promoted as 
acceptable by Khateebs. This includes but is not limited to practices that impose violent penalties 
for spousal disobedience, lewdness, adultery, fornication, homosexuality and apostasy. 
 
Gender: 
 
11. The Khateeb shall take into account that there is no place for misogyny and/or unjust 
practices towards women and girls in Islam. 
 
12. The Khateeb shall be respectful and equitable towards women in the khutbah and use gender-
inclusive language every time men and women are addressed. The Khateeb shall take into 
account that the Holy Quran addresses believing men and believing women. 
 
13. Specifically, the Khateeb shall not: 
 
- interpret the Arabic word, “dharab” in verse 4:34 of the Holy Quran as “to beat”, but instead as 
“to separate from” and the Khateeb shall speak out against domestic violence; 
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- demand greater obedience on the part of women than men, place a greater burden upon women 
than men nor indicate that the penalty imposed on women shall be greater than on men in the 
hereafter. 
 
 
Diversity: 
 
14. The Khateeb shall be respectful and inclusive of all races, all languages, all classes, all 
ethnicities, all abilities, all ages and all citizenships. 
 
LGBTQ (Lesbian/Gay/Bi-sexual/Transexual/Queer): 
 
15. The Khateeb, in addressing the lgbtqi community and issues, shall do so in a respectful, non-
judgmental manner, with compassion and kindness, or not at all.  
 
Children and Youth: 
 
16. The Khateeb shall be sensitive to the presence of children and youth in the congregation and 
keep all statements within the bounds of age appropriate limits. 
 
Families: 
 
17. The diversity of Muslim Canadian families shall be respected and addressed in a manner 
inclusive of all families, including but not limited to households in which both parents work to 
support their families and/or single parent households. 
 

 
May Allah swt bless and protect us all  

and guide us on the straight path.  
Inshallah. 

  
 


